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My Background with Lightroom Classic

• I taught Photoshop for 
many years including at 
a community art center.

• Students, especially 
older, found PS to be 
overly complex and 
confusing with seemingly 
redundant workspaces



• Lightroom V.2 came out 
and I gave it a try

• The single window 
workspace was easier to 
understand

• It was geared toward 
photographers, rather 
than graphic artists

My Background with Lightroom Classic



Lightroom or 
Photoshop?

• This is a false choice

• Lightroom AND 
Photoshop

• Lightroom for cataloging 
images and preparation 
of raw files

• Photoshop for post-
production, advanced 
editing, compositing



Onscreen critiques

• Columbia College 
Chicago switched to 
a digital Photo I 
course

• I was reluctant about 
screen critiques rather 
than traditional Print 
crits

• Looking across groups 
of images, rather than 
one at a time



Onscreen critiques

• However, I found that 
Lightroom actually 
enabled methods of 
teaching during 
critique

• Access to data and 
tools for instruction



Exported catalogs

• Allows exporting of 
catalogs for grading 
and deeper 
understanding of:

o Work process

o Effort

o Technical 
competence

o Editing workflow
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Exported catalogs

• Exported catalogs 
can also be posted 
for students to 
download and open

o Editing demos

o Sequencing



Lightroom 
demonstration

• Creating catalog

• File/folder structure

• Use of alias file

• Simple importing

• Keywording and flagging

• Exporting assignment 
catalogs

• Use of exported catalogs 
for classroom demos
 



Lightroom 
Demonstration portion



Helpful keystrokes

• G – Grid View

• E – Loupe View (single image)

• D – Develop Module

• P – Flag as Pick 

• U – Unflag or Unpick

• N – Survey View (2+ Selected 
images)

• L – Lights Out (cycle of 3)

• F – Full Screen Viewing

• I – Information (EXIF data)

• D – Develop Module

• Y – Before/After (YY view)

• Tab – Hides/shows side panels



Exporting Catalogs

• Filters OFF

• Grid View

• Select ALL

-----------------------------------

• File > Export as Catalog
• Name

• Location

• Options: OFF, ON, ON
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Exporting Catalogs

• Wait for progress bar in 
upper left to finish and 
disappear

• Find the exported file and 
compress as a .zip

• Compress the folder, not 
just the .lrcat file

• Submit the .zip file
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Common Headaches

• Misplaced images

• Importing from camera card

• Incorrect export
• Filters not off

• Didn’t select all

• Export wasn’t complete before compressing or submission

• Student compressed the .lrcat file, not the whole folder
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