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The Black Place
Two Seasons
By Walter W. Nelson 
Essay by Douglas Preston 
Introduction by Katherine Ware

“I must have seen the Black Place 
first driving past on a trip into the 
Navajo country and, having seen 
it, I had to go back to paint….
The Black Place is about one 
hundred and fifty miles from 
Ghost Ranch and as you come to 
it over a hill, it looks like a mile of  
elephants—grey hills all about the 
same size with almost white sand 
at their feet.… Such a beautiful, 
untouched, lonely-feeling place....” — Georgia O’Keeffe,  
Georgia O’Keeffe (Viking Press, 1976)

Few people have ventured into the remote, uninhabited badlands of  the Navajo 
Reservation in northwest New Mexico known, by the artist who made it 
famous, as the Black Place. During the 1930s and 1940s O’Keeffe and her friend 

Maria Chabot braved the harsh conditions of  baking heat in summer, bitter cold in 
winter, and ferocious winds to make many camping trips to the area that inspired one 
of  the great outpourings of  creativity in O’Keeffe’s artistic life.

Photographer Walter W. Nelson, who shares with O’Keeffe what writer Douglas 
Preston calls “a great affinity for geology,” went in search of  the Black Place twenty 
years ago and has returned more than thirty times to photograph it, first in black and 
white with a large format 8 x 10 camera and, over the last five years, in color with a 
digital camera. The two seasons of  his title refer to the fact that in this region virtually 
devoid of  vegetation, only the presence of  snow visually distinguishes the landscape 
from the non-winter months. Inexhaustible in scope, with geological complexity dating 
back some sixty-six million years, the Black Place must be patiently experienced for its 
mystery and infinitude and deep secrets of  time. 

WalTer W. NelsoN is a multidisciplinary artist working in photography, painting, and 
sculpture. His work is in numerous collections, including the Albuquerque Museum 
of  Art, New Mexico Museum of  Art, Houston Museum of  Fine Arts, and the Graham 
Nash Collection. He lives in Abiquiu, New Mexico. Douglas Preston is the author of  
twenty-five books, both fiction and nonfiction. In 1989 Preston and Nelson retraced on 
horseback one thousand miles of  Francisco Vasquez de Coronado’s route while search-
ing for the legendary Seven Cities of  Gold, which resulted in the book Cities of  Gold: 
Retracing Coronado. 
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PoeTics of lighT
Contemporary Pinhole  
Photography
By Eric Renner and  
Nancy Spencer 
Essays by Roy L. Flukinger  
and Joanna Turek 
Published  
in association with  
New Mexico History  
Museum/Palace of the  
Governors Photo Archives

The art of  capturing an image 
through an improvised pin-
hole device traces back to 

ancient China and Greece through the 
Renaissance and reaching its height of  popularity in the 1880s. The era of  the modern 
sharp-focus lens camera marked the end of  pinhole photography as a major art form. 
Three decades ago Eric Renner resuscitated the form with his publication Pinhole Journal 
that ushered in a resurgence of  interest by artists seeking an alternative, often conceptual 
vision and alternative to sharp-focus photography. Renner and Nancy Spencer have out 
of  this effort built the world’s most extensive collection of  pinhole art from 31 countries 
and 500 of  artists comprising 6000 images. 

Pinhole offers new ways of  exploring the world using the simplest, improvised 
mechanisms fashioned of  oat boxes, sea shells, and other surprising materials to create 
images of  mysterious, sometimes disturbing beauty in dreamlike landscapes, portraits, 
still lifes, abstractions, and politically charged images. In pinhole it is the camera object 
that looks but the artist that sees, thus accounting for the considerable mystery and 
poetry that is pinhole photography. Primitive in technological terms, it allows us to 
visualize things we cannot see. A photograph made with the pinhole camera is always a 
recording of  the camera’s “gaze,” showing what it looked at, not what the human being 
saw. The photographer no longer constructs subjective representations; he merely 
assists at the birth of  the image. 

Poetics of  Light, along with the accompanying exhibition, presents two hundred 
contemporary images representing the finest artistry achieved in pinhole photography, 
most never before published. Artists Paolo Gioli (Italy), Shi Guorui (China), and Beth-
any de Forest (Netherlands) join an exceptional roster from Belgium, Canada, England, 
Finland, France, Germany, Israel, Poland, and the United States, accounting for the 
comprehensive nature of  this monumental collection.

Hardbound: $55.00 ISBN: 978-0-89013-588-4 
212 pages + gatefolds, 190 color photographs, 9.5 x 11.5
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By Gene Peach 
Introduction by  
Christine Mather

“It was love at first sight…Almost 
as impressive to me as the light 
and land was the town itself, 
with her earthy colors, natural 
shapes, and everything sized to a 
human-scale and steeped in histo-
ry… I think the longer one is here 
and paying attention, the more 
interesting Santa Fe becomes.” 
—Gene Peach

The pulse of  Santa Fe, bursting with color and creativity, is depicted in this pho-
tographic homage to the City Different. Gene Peach has been photographing 
Santa Fe for twenty-five years, observing its changes, its traditions and con-

stancy, the vibrancy of  its people and celebrations, its natural beauty and style.
Summer is the heart of  Santa Fe--a kaleidoscope of  activity centered downtown on 

the plaza. Lowriders cruise in their mobile works of  art; Native American vendors dis-
play their handmade jewelry, pottery, and other traditional arts under the Palace portal; 
local musicians rock the bandstand for dancing locals. As an arts center, Santa Fe is unri-
valed: Canyon Road with its cornucopia of  galleries; Indian, Spanish, and International 
Folk Art markets highlight the finest indigenous art and crafts in the world; world-class 
opera and chamber music fill the summer nights. 

Autumn is harvest time for red chile, apples, and an array of  homegrown festivi-
ties kicked off  by Fiesta and the burning of  Zozobra. Winter brings upland snows to 
the rooftops brightened with the farolitos of  Christmas and holiday traditions. Spring 
observes Holy week pilgrimage and then burst into color as the acequias begin to run.

geNe Peach is the author of  the award-winning book Making a Hand: Growing Up Cow-
boy in New Mexico, essay by Max Evans and Santa Fe Icons: Fifty Symbols of  the City Different, 
text by Camille Flores. Christine Mather is former curator at the New Mexico Museum 
of  Art and the author (with Sharon Woods) of  the bestselling book Santa Fe Style.
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